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DAY, SEPTEMBER 3. 1971 




hi George Lqpjqk Murder Case- 





By WAYNE CTTASTAJN JR. 

Pr*si-S; r'Ucr StcJf WrUer 

HHI.LY SPRINGS, Miss. 

L vMSi^^aiSrWt who 
signed at leas: two confes- 
sions ^ayin^ he -murdered 
Genrg3 Leno;j. Me^mphis mil- 
I i o n a i r e and Cnlliervine 
b<*rse fancier — must stand 
trial in Tennessee .ind not 
^ Mississippi. 

' Till S' the cist of a rul- 
ing han ied dr.\*n yesterday 
hy Circuit Tjdge W W. 
Er-’wn, who s.iid Dist. Atty. 
Tniriiidge Li*:!e]oh.i failed 
to prove heyord a reason- 
ahle douoL that Lenox 'li :d in 
Missis'^irpi. 

would he a miscarriage 
nf msti.s if 1 ’.voidd permit 
I this caso to go to litil on its 
merits ■iefnr*’ a Mississippi 
jiirv/ JtidgQ Brown said. *TI 
I j’Tornevs rais- d the 

' jirri.'dicMonal question after 
ail of the evidenre had pone 

( to the Jury, and the state 
fii cd to disch irpe the bur- 
d'.n of proving that the 
rrimo wos consummated in 
y Missf'jippi, f ien T would be 
possible for the n'drnt *o 
/.alk oiifof tlie c'irtroon on 
.n ^rc legal techf icality.*’ 

' Lrder double jeopardy nil- 
inps in recent U.S. Supreme 
1 Court decisions. I* ibian 




FABIA’N Cl.AI7.IS HE WAS BRIBED L. 

Bobby Joe Fabian (center) leaves Marshal! County Courthouse accompanied by . 
Bnrt Duncan (left) nnd J. W, Warren, both rflissirslppi Highway ratrol investigators. 
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•? could n?t stand trial in 

Tonness'?« for the Lenox 
murder if he ware acquitted 

• hy a Mississippi Jury, or if 

» ivs con .irtion v as reversed 

i an appeal, Judge Br'-an 

saivl. 

D.owr. said he v.ould be 
If Littiejol’.n pp- 
, pcnled his ruling to the Mis: 

sissip.h Su'^reiTie Court he* 
caus'f rf tiv impllra- 

; fhna the c^se. Littlejolin 

gp.e*^ '»ticc *'ar;>ewil. 

iiis ridin;? er.d"?d a lonq 
cl.iy of tei'imony by law en- 
^‘■^ement 'Ticers. pmsecn- 
tm*s :in'l Fabian himself. 

Fabian — clad In b-'ght 
red trousers nnd 4. pink* 
stiipci shirr — wlitrurred the 
day -i testimon-- v.h**n 1.“ 
took the stand H Tcrusc 1 
fr. tf.r Dan .iore.s 01 the 
Shelby County Shenif’s m* 

• ^'5 nf paying him S2.001) rf •} 

premised $ 5 . 0 CO in order '‘•ir 
him m ’‘frame” two Hit t 
,)f:r-»ons !j» the Lenox slaying. 



IKC tfiiu\ *iatcu 

L‘on izt rci,p^nded in ua t\.sy 
manner and wi:.i quick an- 
•swers that belied his ow.i in- 
trci/jctory testimony that 
pruc 1 e.xam. nations sJ?owed 
that he had a lew Lp and 
only the equivalent of a ‘*fth 
grade education. 

”I hav*i;tlro4ble with read- 
ing, writing and dealin,-* with 
fiuurcs.” b. tnswarrd when 
Lirtlejohn a^ked him if he 
could read and write. 

F.nhlan repudiated botli a 
Tennessee confession ob- 
t.airied bv iioncs, and a serr- 
onci mnfession elicited by 
Mississippi aU’hnrities He 
said he signed the first one 

5P* of money pas TJents 

by vOMCS. He signed tha sec- 
ond on 2 because bo“h Missis* 
sipai aui Louisiana iawon- 
forrement officials promised . 
him leniency and commuta- 
tion of sentence, he testified. 

"You don’t think I would 
sign my own ticket to the 
Mississippi fias. ch.amber,'* 
he e.sprmded when Little- 
John asked him if ho had net 
given the statement in a \’ol- 
mtary* m. inner without influ- 
mce of pro.mises lA resvard. 
inducements or threats, 

•Msp'f it true. 9e^hy Joe. 
that you asked fir Ihe world, 
ind we prnmi-sed you abso- 
lutely nothing^** C‘fsked Lit- 
tlejohn, 

“Listen . . iouTall T.sme 



to mo 

•lOU . . 

Fabian testified furth'^r: 
*T don’t know who Killed 
George Leuox or who was 
Ir. nived in the kOling ... I 
didn t have anytirog to do 
with it ... 1 have instr ucted 
• my attorney.s tn fiJc- a motion 




BAN .TOIMCS NA.MrID 



Inspcctrv Dan Jones of t*/.e Shelby County SherIL’a 
iO?f|ce was named by Dobby^jee Fabian, seU-conies^cd . 

# slayer ci Ccorge T. Lenox, f iS paying ihe convict $2,CC0 to . 
cord ess. Jones had been at a hearing in the case earlier, 
in the week, but wa.s not. on iiand yci.terday to answer 
Fabian’.s charges. 



.so 1 could take a truth serum 
lest or a He dfcctur 
test . 

Judye Brown had earlier 
postponed a ^ailing on ine 
jurisdiction question in ouler 
to hear testimony on a mo- 
tion by Fabian’s defense at- 
torneys tn suppress a confes- 
sion Unit pro.s*ecutoi‘o were 
plannin'2 ta introduce at the 
trial. 

“Thi'J nue.stion of Jiirisdi 
thm .vns so Important 
I.Tiiciv' Brown .said. ‘*'h.at I 
decided to wait until f heard 
all (if the evidence concern- 
ing the cCinfession ard see if 
thoi*e would be anything in 
the confr ision that would re- 
solve the juri.sdi :tioral out i,- 
uon.” 

- Fi-st, defense at'O'.icys 
■argued that thi- u-iifc.iMon 
.ohtafnrrf by Mi ’sissippi a 
thnatici coMtJ not be nlnrvd 
i.itn cvirl T'V for ludp- 
• Brown’s consMofUirin ha- 
cause II wtis i. iiiuM uy 
Uitt confc’shon nbluincd by 
Inspector Jones. 

Fabian testified that 
Jones, .nccxinipanied by Rex 
Armistead, chief investiga- 
tor for the Missh;sippl High- 
way Patrol first visited him 
when he was a prisoner in 
the Monroe €hunt^’ Jail' in 
Monroe. T,a., cither in late 
Sc'-itnmhcr. 1970. nr carh.” 
•October. Fabian was under 
nrrest nn charac.s of n.ssaiiUi- 
ing two Louisiana law en- 
force.mrni officers in la 
5hnrt-out. 

Ha (foncs) ^sfiid hs ivas 
under heavy pressure ‘Jo 
solve the Lenox erse and 
that if I helped get the mon- 
key off his back, ha woiild 
Later help to get the moniki^v 
. off of mine.” Fahiau said. 

“He wanted me to sign a 
« ronfession' ‘that would fra* me 
George Sammons and Nnilan 
Fnrs WilUamscn faG^ejen- 
vijle. Miss., man who is 
awaiting u new trialafu*ra 
conviction for burglary y, 'as 
re.'orsed by the Mississippi 
Supreme Coun) . . . I u as 
supposed tn have receured 



only $15,000 01 a $40,000 that 
they were supposed to harve 
offered me . . .” 

Jo.ncs, Fabian said, tor.k 
mm to a room in back of the 
ftlonroe C'ounty Jailand then 
paid him $1,000 in SIOs. S50s.' 
and $100 bill.-. Armistead did 
not go tn the bac.k room, 
Fabian .said, but was present 
when • he signed the lirsL 
confes.sion. 

Tnen> after he was trans- 
feiT.»d to ranother jail ih -Ray- 
ville. La., Fabian said,, he 
recei\eij from Jones a VTcst- 




ern Union money order f.or a 
second $1,0Q0. 

**Tlie chief deputy A'entout 
and cash f I ll for i- cc,*' i'a- 
birai told the court. 

Tlicn on Jan. 2!,^ ID71, Ar- 
mistead. accoirp^nied bv hls 
<3Cietnry Jane, Stone, an as- 
sistant inve.sti^;atijr. Dan 
Davis, and n Mississippi as- 
sistant a Vtnmey gen era 1, 
Marshall Bennett, visited 
Fabian at (he Angnl.a .Stale 
Pri:joa -near Baton Uouge, 
Ln. 

Armistearl tcsliiicd he ellc- 
itecl a second confession but 
did not offer Fabinn any in- 
ducements, make him ar.^' 
promises for immunity, nor 
suniect him 'to any rnmeive 
influences. 

Fabian named an as.sistant 
attorney* general of Louisi- 
ana, SUcy Moak, as being 
present w!ir*n ho v^as iir^rd 
to sign tlie second confes- 
sion. Fab»an s;,jd Mcok 
piTimisod him, his Louisiana 
life sentence would !v» com- 
muted If ho would waive o;:- 
tradition as well vu, Aligning 
ti^e comVsston. 

L.ttlejchn said in February 
of this year, a month after 
Fabian signed the Missi.ss. > 
pi confession, he went before 
the Marshall Couriy Grand 
Jury and obtained a murder 
indictment against Fabian. 

examiimtion by 

:i» *T^rtrr-'i'*. ~ " - — ' -- 



I “arivT. UtLlejohn denied us- 
ing Lie Tonnes'^ee confession 
s u model fur the confession 
obtained by Mississippi in- 
vestigator.*:. 

When as!v‘d if he had a 
copy of the Tennessee 
I’oafession wh^n he went to 
Loiibdana, Littlejohn sr.id he 
(lid have a copy, but that it 
was oulv part of a foot-iiigh 
.stock of evidence in the 
case. 

Judge Brown finally ruled 
that the coniession was ad- 
inirsibie in evidence, but 
that t1iis*’does not mean that 
he was ruling that it was a 
valid confe,ssion. 

Judge Brown said he was, 
liopin" there would be .snme- 
tiiin^» In tile conlession (hat. 
vould clarify Uie iurisdtr- 
lir iial que.stion, but instead, 
there was a passage tliat in 
dicatL’d fbc first shut v/rs 
fired In Tcnne3:^ce. 

Without reading the con- 
rc.s.';ion aloud. Judge Drown 
said Fabian made a .state- 
ment that the first shot was 
fired near a curve in the 
road near the Intersection of 
Holmes Road with Byhalia 
Road. 

^*This would have been at 
a point in Tennessee/' .fudge 
Brown said. 

Brown then cited Tonnes- 
sen statutes which give juris- 
diction of any homicide to 
any ct.unty wherein the fatal 
..blow or stroke is edminis- 
flered, although the victim 
^may later die in another 

it!OM Pt^ 

TTohn's ^ 

Jerry Francisco, failed 
prove that Lenox died in 
I M(ssi<:sippi, his "profession- 
\^1 opinion to the contrary/* 

Mdge Brgwnjsaid, ^ 

JUd^e Brown said there' 
wrs not "one sdntiPn of evi- 
dence to siiuaest that Lenox 
died from the second shot 
rather than die first, but tliat ? 
a reasonable man might con- 
elude that Lenox died from ; 
the first. 



"It would be unreasonable 
to presume that a ldH<£- 
woidd remain on the scene of 
su''b a crime five minutes to 
a hour after firing the first 
shot to fire a second shot to ‘ 
insure his victim's death/* 
Judqe Brown .said. 

“Venue must be proved, '* 
Judge Pro’-vn said, "not prC' 
.sumed." 



